
   

 

 

 

REGIONAL EXPERTS ADVANCE TRADE AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

INTEGRATION FOR PEACE IN THE GREAT LAKES REGION 

NAIROBI, KENYA – 9 September 2026 – Senior government officials, representatives of 

regional organisations—including the ICGLR, EAC and COMESA—as well as UNDP, 

OSESG-GL, and development partners will convene in Nairobi, Kenya, from 10–11 

September 2026 for the Regional Intergovernmental Experts’ Meeting on the Resilient 

Trade and Socio-Economic Integration as a Pathway to Peace in the Great Lakes Region 

(REST-GLR) Initiative. 

The meeting brings together representatives from Angola, Burundi, the Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia, 

alongside regional and international partners, to review and validate the REST-GLR 

Programme Document. 

The REST-GLR Programme seeks to strengthen the contribution of trade, livelihoods, 

investment, governance and regional cooperation to peace, resilience and socio-economic 

development in the Great Lakes Region. It brings together peacebuilding, trade 

facilitation, enterprise development and investment within an integrated regional 

approach, with particular attention to borderlands and strategic economic corridors. 

Building on Community Ground-Truthing Dialogues conducted across seven regional 

economic corridors, the meeting will consider development priorities, governance and 

institutional arrangements, financing approaches, and opportunities for public and 

private investment. 

Key areas under consideration include the transformation of strategic economic corridors 

and local value chains; support for women, youth and informal cross-border traders; 

enterprise and investment facilitation; and stronger alignment between national, regional 

and continental frameworks, including the African Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA). 

The initiative reflects a shared commitment to harnessing regional integration and 

economic cooperation as pathways towards sustainable peace and shared prosperity in 

the Great Lakes Region. 
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